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Clinical efficacy of radical nephrectomy versus
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Abstract

Background: The aim of the present study was to compare the clinical efficacy of radical nephrectomy (RN) with
nephron-sparing surgery (NSS) in treating patients with localized renal cell carcinoma (RCC).

Methods: The literature search was performed in PubMed, MEDLINE Springer, Elsevier Science Direct, Cochrane
Library, and Google Scholar up to December 2012. The software Review Manager 5.1 and the STATA software
package v.11.0 were used for analyses. The odds ratios (ORs) and its 95% confidence interval (95% CI) were
calculated for comparison. Subgroup analyses were performed based on the tumor size of RCC.

Results: In total, 10 studies with 10,174 RCC patients (7,050 treated with RN and 3,124 treated with NSS) were
selected. The pooled estimate (OR = 1.58, 95% CI = 1.15–2.15, P = 0.004) showed a significantly lower rate of
cancer-specific deaths in the patients treated with NSS compared to RN. However, no statistically significant
differences were found in the rate of tumor recurrence (OR = 0.84, 95% CI = 0.67–1.06, P = 0.14) and complications
(OR = 0.91, 95% CI = 0.51–1.63, P = 0.74) between the patients treated with NSS and RN. In addition, all the subgroup
analyses presented consistent results with the overall analyses.

Conclusions: NSS had no significantly different from RN in tumor recurrence and complications for localized RCC.
However, the significantly lower rate of cancer-specific deaths supported the use of NSS not only for RCC with tumor
size >4.0 cm but also for tumor sizes ≤4.0 cm compared with RN.
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Background
Renal cell carcinoma (RCC) is the third most common
malignancy of the genitourinary system characterized by
lack of early warning signs, protean clinical manifesta-
tions, and resistance to radiotherapy and chemotherapy
[1]. RCC patients account for approximately 3% of the
adults with malignancy and 90% to 95% of the patients
with neoplasms arising from the kidney [2]. In spite of
the rapid development of medical technology, RCC re-
mains a difficult malignancy to treat because of its ability
to spread asymptomatically and its inherent resistance to
conventional chemotherapy [3].
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Currently, the available treatments for RCC consist of
partial and radical nephrectomy (RN) [4]. Since the pub-
lication of Robson’s study in 1969 [5], RN has been
regarded as the gold standard to treat localized RCC [6].
However, nephron-sparing surgery (NSS) has been in-
creasingly advocated in recent years and has challenged
this concept [7]. The main advantage of NSS is that it
can preserve renal function after the removal of renal tu-
mors [8]. However, whether NSS is a better treatment than
RN for RCC still remains controversial. A recently pub-
lished article reported that NSS substantially reduced the
incidence of moderate renal dysfunction when compared
with RN [9]. Another study showed that NSS seemed to be
significantly less effective than RN in terms of overall sur-
vival in the intention-to-treat population [10].
Thus, in order to find the appropriate treatment for the

patients with localized RCC and provide much needed
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evidence for clinical practice, we conducted a meta-
analysis to compare the clinical efficacy of RN with NSS
in patients with localized RCC.

Methods
Search strategy
We searched several public databases including PubMed,
MEDLINE, Springer, Elsevier Science Direct, Cochrane
Library, and Google Scholar up to December 2012.
The key words “radical nephrectomy”, “nephron-sparing
surgery”, “partial nephrectomy”, “renal cell carcinoma”,
“renal tumor”, and “study” or “trial” were used to retrieve
the potentially relevant literature. Meanwhile, the refer-
ences of all relevant articles retrieved from above database
were searched for any additional studies.

Inclusion and exclusion criteria
The inclusion criteria were: i) the participants were patients
with localized RCC; ii) the investigations of the patients
were conducted during cardio pulmonary resuscitation
after cardiac arrest; iii) the studies were prospective, retro-
spective, or cross-sectional studies; iv) the patients were
divided into two treatment groups according to type of
surgery (RN and NSS groups); v) the clinical outcomes,
such as cancer-specific death, tumor recurrence, or com-
plications, were investigated. We excluded the studies by
the following criteria: i) only one treatment was investi-
gated in the studies; ii) the studies did not compare results
between RN and NSS; iii) the studies were non-original ar-
ticles such as conferences, reviews, or reports. In addition,
in cases of duplicate publication, only the study containing
the most complete data was included.

Data extraction and quality assessment
Two investigators independently extracted and assessed
the information with the standard protocol and contacted
the authors of included studies to obtain further informa-
tion. Discrepancies were resolved through discussion with
our research team or by contacting the original investiga-
tors. The data extracted from each study included general
information (first author’s name, year of publication, coun-
try), participant information (sample size, age and gender
of the patients in each group, tumor stage and size of pa-
tients), study design, and outcomes. When no appropriate
quality evaluation criteria were found, the study quality
was assessed by investigating the study methods, sample
size, and design.

Statistical analysis
The meta-analysis was performed by using the software
Review Manager 5.1 and the STATA software package
v.11.0. The odds ratios (ORs) and its 95% confidence
interval (95% CI) as summary statistics were calculated to
assess the treatment efficacy. The heterogeneity among
the studies was evaluated by testing Cochran’s Q-statistic
[11] and I2 statistic [12] with P <0.10 or I2 > 50, respect-
ively. The pooled estimates of ORs were obtained by using
the DerSimonian and Laid method in the random effects
model [13]. The significance of the pooled ORs was deter-
mined by the Z-test (P <0.05).
In addition, it has been reported that different tumor

sizes in RCC are associated with the clinical outcomes of
treatment [14]. Therefore, subgroup analyses were per-
formed based on the tumor size of localized RCC. Mean-
while, in order to test the reliability of the results, the
sensitivity analysis was performed by sequential omission
of individual studies. The funnel plot and Egger’s test
(P >0.05) were used to assess the publication bias of
the included studies.

Results
Literature search
A total of 908 potentially relevant articles were identified
by initial search. The selection process is shown in Figure 1.
Following removal of duplicated studies, 248 studies were
retained. Then by scanning the titles and abstracts, 172
obviously irrelevant articles were excluded. Finally, 10
studies met the inclusion criteria following exclusion of 30
studies that lacked the required data and 36 studies that
did not report the comparison between RN and NSS.

Characteristics of included studies
A total of 10 eligible studies [6,15-23] comprising 10,174
RCC patients (7,050 patients treated by RN and 3,124
patients treated by NSS) were included in the meta-
analysis. The characteristics of these studies are shown
in Table 1. The included studies were published from
2000 to 2012. The follow-up duration of these studies
ranged from 10 to 208 months. The tumor stage and
size varied between the studies.

The results of statistical analysis
Cancer-specific death was assessed in five of the included
studies [6,16,19,20,23]. The test of heterogeneity indicated
that there was no significant heterogeneity (I2 = 30.0%,
P = 0.22) among these studies. The overall pooled es-
timate (OR = 1.58, 95% CI =1.15–2.14, P = 0.0004) showed
that there was a lower cancer-specific death rate in the
NSS group compared with the RN group (Figure 2A).
A total of five included studies reported the tumor re-

currence of the patients [15,16,18-20]. No significant het-
erogeneity (I2 = 0.0%, P = 0.43) was identified. The overall
pooled estimate (OR = 0.84, 95% CI = 0.67–1.06, P = 0.14)
demonstrated that no significant difference existed be-
tween the two groups (Figure 2B).
Six studies [15,17-19,21,22] assessed the patient compli-

cations. The test of heterogeneity indicated a significant
heterogeneity (I2 = 71.0%, P <0.01) among these studies.



Figure 1 Flow diagram of screening studies.
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The overall pooled estimate (OR = 0.91, 95% CI =
0.51–1.63, P =0.74) did not show a significant differ-
ence in postoperative complication rate between RN
and NSS group (Figure 2C).

Subgroup analyses
The results of the subgroup analyses by tumor size are
shown in Table 2. For all the subgroup analyses, the results
of each indicator were consistent with the overall analysis
(tumor size ≤4.0 cm: cancer-specific death, OR =1.69, 95%
CI = 1.22–2.35, P =0.002; tumor recurrence, OR = 0.83,
95% CI = 0.66–1.05, P =0.13; complications, OR = 1.10,
95% CI = 0.31–3.92, P =0.88; tumor size >4.0 cm: cancer-
Table 1 Characteristics of the included studies

Study Year of
publication

Pathological
stage

Tumor
size (cm)

Duration o
follow-up
(months)

Lau et al. [15] 2000 T1 3.3a*, 3.7b* 120

Shinohara et al. [19] 2000 T1, T2, T3 <4.0 12 to 131

Poulakis et al. [17] 2003 NP 6.9a*, 3.9b* 14 to 27

Patard et al. [16] 2004 T1 4.0# 10 to 208

Becker et al. [6] 2006 T1, T2, T3 3.7* 66*

Mitchell et al. [18] 2006 T1, T2, T3 5.2* 44#

Van Poppel et al. [21] 2007 T0,T1,T2,T3 <4.0 60

Antonelli et al. [20] 2012 T1,T3 >4.0 25 to 85

Huang et al. [23] 2009 NP <4.0 48#

Gratzke et al. [22] 2009 T1, T2, T3 NA 11 to 71

SD, Standard deviation; RN, Radical nephrectomy; NSS, Nephron-sparing surgery; *,
specific death, OR =1.36, 95% CI =1.01–1.85, P = 0.04;
tumor recurrence, OR = 0.87, 95% CI = 0.36–2.11, P = 0.76;
complications, OR = 0.71, 95% CI = 0.44–1.13, P = 0.15) in-
dicated consistent results with the overall analysis. However,
inconsistent results are shown in the heterogeneity test. The
heterogeneity among studies was significant in the overall
analysis of complications. However, no significant hetero-
geneity among the studies was found in the analysis of
tumor size >4.0 cm for complications (I2 = 0.0%, P =0.88).

Sensitivity analysis and publication bias
No inconsistent results were observed in the sensitivity
analysis compared with the overall analysis; therefore, the
f RN group NSS group

Sample
size

Age
(mean ± SD)

Male (%) Sample
size

Age
(mean ± SD)

Male (%)

164 NA NA 164 NA NA

51 59 37 (73) 15 61 13 (87)

199 65.2 ± 11.0 121 (61) 158 62.6 ± 9.9 110 (70)

1075 60.0 ± 12.4 692 (64) 379 59.7 ± 12.3 253 (67)

369 60.2 225 (61) 241 59.4 150 (62)

66 66.9 44 (67) 33 68.9 26 (79)

273 NA 178 (65) 268 NA 178 (66)

2345 62.5 1505 (64) 1,266 60.1 881 (70)

2435 NA 1362 (56) 556 NA 351 (63)

73 NA 46 (63) 44 60.7 ± 12.4 29 (66)

Mean; #, Median; a, RN group; b, NSS group; NA, Not clear.



Figure 2 Forest plots of cancer-specific death (A), tumor recurrence (B), and complications (C).
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stability and reliability of the results in this study were
proved. No evidence of publication bias was shown by the
funnel plot (Figure 3) and Egger’s test (P >0.1, Table 2).

Discussion
RCC is the most common cancer of the kidney. Currently,
there is controversy regarding the clinical efficacy of NSS
and RN in treating RCC. Thus, we performed this meta-
analysis to compare the clinical efficacy of NSS and RN.
The results showed that NSS had a significantly lower
cancer-specific death rate compared with RN for RCC pa-
tients although there was no significant difference in the
rate of tumor recurrence and complications between the
patients treated by NSS or RN.
Our results confirm that NSS treatment has a signifi-
cantly lower cancer-specific death rate compared to RN
for patients with localized RCC. Based on its characteris-
tics, NSS can protect from renal function loss associated
with the removal of the full renal unit, as is performed
in RN [24]. Further, Bouliere et al. reported that NSS is
superior to RN in preserving renal function outcome
even when expanding NSS indications beyond the trad-
itional 4 cm cut-off [25]. Thus, the survival of patients
treated with NSS may be increased due to less kidney
damage compared to RN. This may be the cause for the
lower cancer-specific death rate of patients treated with
NSS compared to that of RN. Thus, NSS should be sup-
ported for the treatment of RCC. Robert et al. [26]



Table 2 Statistical analysis results

Subgroup
of tumor size

Sample size No. of studies Meta-analysis Test of heterogeneity Egger’s test

Case Control OR (95% CI) P value P value I2 (%) P value

Cancer-specific death

Overall 6,275 2,457 5 [6,16,19,20,23] 1.58 (1.15 to 2.15) 0.004 0.22 30.0 0.27

≤4.0 cm 3,930 1,191 4 [6,16,19,23] 1.86 (1.11 to 3.13) 0.002 0.17 41 –

>4.0 cm 2,345 1,266 1 [20] 1.36 (1.01 to 1.85) 0.04 – – –

Tumor recurrence

Overall 3,701 1,857 5 [15,16,18-20] 0.84 (0.67 to 1.06) 0.14 0.43 0.0 0.58

≤4.0 cm 1,290 558 3 [15,16,19] 0.67 (0.27 to 1.64) 0.38 0.16 45 –

>4.0 cm 2,411 1,299 2 [18,20] 0.87 (0.36 to 2.11) 0.76 0.68 0 –

Complications

Overall 826 682 6 [15,17-19,21,22] 0.91 (0.51 to 1.63) 0.74 <0.01 71.0 0.76

≤4.0 cm 488 477 3 [15,19,21] 1.10 (0.31 to 3.92) 0.88 0.0004 87 –

>4.0 cm 265 191 2 [17,18] 0.71 (0.44 to 1.13) 0.15 0.88 0 –
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reported that elective NSS can be performed with equiva-
lent direct hospital costs and length of stay when com-
pared with patients undergoing radical nephrectomy
for small solitary RCCs. Another article reported that
nephron-sparing surgery was the standard of care for
small RCC [27]. Thus, the comparison of efficacy be-
tween NSS and RN with regards to other indicators
still requires further evaluation.
In addition, the subgroup analysis showed the consistent

results with the overall analysis, suggesting that tumor size
did not influence the results of this study. NSS can be ap-
plied not only for RCC with tumor sizes >4.0 cm but also
for tumors ≤4.0 cm compared with RN. However, the het-
erogeneity test indicated that no significant heterogeneity
among the studies was found in the analysis of tumor
size >4.0 cm for complications, while significant het-
erogeneity was found in the analysis of tumor size ≤4.0 cm
and in the overall analysis. Therefore, tumor size is one of
the sources of heterogeneity. Nevertheless, further studies
Figure 3 Funnel plot of complications.
are needed to explore other sources of heterogeneity.
Moreover, clinical efficacy of NSS has been proven to be
highly associated with different tumor stages or grades of
RCC. Fergany et al. [28] reported that cancer-specific
death was significantly affected by tumor stage in patients
treated with NSS. In this meta-analysis, the tumor stage
was different in each study and therefore no appropriate
grouping could be used for subgroup analysis. Hence, fur-
ther studies should focus on the influence of different
tumor stages on the clinical efficacy of NSS vs. RN.
Finally, some limitations of this study should be men-

tioned. First, only published studies were included in this
meta-analysis; thus, the grey literature may be omitted.
Second, significant heterogeneity among the included
studies was found in the indicators of complication. The
sources of heterogeneity need be explored in further
studies. Third, only three indicators were used to assess
the clinical efficacy of RN and NSS, other indicators
should be considered in further studies. In addition, the
included studies were not randomized controlled trials
or case-control studies, and therefore the quality evalu-
ation criteria of the studies were not determined. Thus,
more studies need to be performed to verify the results
of this meta-analysis.

Conclusions
In conclusion, we compared the clinical efficacy of RN
in treating localized RCC with NSS in this meta-analysis.
The results showed that NSS treatment had a better
clinical efficacy than RN for patients with localized RCC.
However, more studies must be performed to verify the
results of this meta-analysis.

Abbreviations
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RCC: Renal cell carcinoma; RN: Radical nephrectomy.



Li et al. European Journal of Medical Research 2014, 19:58 Page 6 of 6
http://www.eurjmedres.com/content/19/1/58
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Authors’ contributions
WL and YLC participated in the design of this study, and they both
performed the statistical analysis. YC carried out the study, together with HR,
collected important background information, and drafted the manuscript.
NH conceived of this study, participated in the design and helped draft the
manuscript. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.
Acknowledgments
We would like to thank all respondents of the study and all the people who
provided help during this study.

Received: 28 February 2014 Accepted: 15 October 2014

References
1. Motzer RJ, Nanus DM, Russo P, Berg WJ: Renal cell carcinoma. Curr Probl

Cancer 1997, 21:185–232.
2. Curti BD: Renal cell carcinoma. JAMA 2004, 292:97–100.
3. Godley P, Kim SW: Renal cell carcinoma. Curr Opin Oncol 2002, 14:280–285.
4. Wood C, Srivastava P, Bukowski R, Lacombe L, Gorelov AI, Gorelov S,

Mulders P, Zielinski H, Hoos A, Teofilovici F: An adjuvant autologous
therapeutic vaccine (HSPPC-96; vitespen) versus observation alone for
patients at high risk of recurrence after nephrectomy for renal cell
carcinoma: a multicentre, open-label, randomised phase III trial.
Lancet 2008, 372:145–154.

5. Robson CJ, Churchill B, Anderson W: The results of radical nephrectomy
for renal cell carcinoma. J Urol 1969, 101:297.

6. Becker F, Siemer S, Humke U, Hack M, Ziegler M, Stöckle M: Elective
nephron sparing surgery should become standard treatment for small
unilateral renal cell carcinoma: long-term survival data of 216 patients.
Eur Urol 2006, 49:308–313.

7. Manikandan R, Srinivasan V, Rane A: Which is the real gold standard for
small-volume renal tumors? Radical nephrectomy versus nephron-sparing
surgery. J Endourol 2004, 18:39–44.

8. Roos FC, Brenner W, Thomas C, Jäger W, Thüroff JW, Hampel C, Jones J:
Functional analysis of elective nephron-sparing surgery vs radical
nephrectomy for renal tumors larger than 4 cm. Urology 2012,
79:607–614.

9. Scosyrev E, Messing EM, Sylvester R, Campbell S, Van Poppel H: Renal
function after nephron-sparing surgery versus radical nephrectomy:
results from EORTC randomized trial 30904. Eur Urol 2014, 65:372–377.

10. Van Poppel H, Da Pozzo L, Albrecht W, Matveev V, Bono A, Borkowski A,
Colombel M, Klotz L, Skinner E, Keane T: A prospective, randomised EORTC
intergroup phase 3 study comparing the oncologic outcome of elective
nephron-sparing surgery and radical nephrectomy for low-stage renal
cell carcinoma. Eur Urol 2011, 59:543–552.

11. Deeks JJ, Altman DG, Bradburn MJ: Statistical methods for examining
heterogeneity and combining results from several studies in meta‐analysis.
In Systematic Reviews in Health Care: Meta-Analysis in Context. 2nd edition.
London: BMJ Publishing Group; 2001:285–312.

12. Higgins JP, Thompson SG, Deeks JJ, Altman DG: Measuring inconsistency
in meta-analyses. BMJ 2003, 327:557.

13. DerSimonian R, Laird N: Meta-analysis in clinical trials. Control Clin Trials
1986, 7:177–188.

14. Antonelli A, Cozzoli A, Nicolai M, Danilo Z, Zanotelli T, Perucchini L, Cunico
SC, Simeone C: Nephron-sparing surgery versus radical nephrectomy in
the treatment of intracapsular renal cell carcinoma up to 7 cm. Eur Urol
2008, 53:803–809.

15. Lau WK, Blute ML, Weaver AL, Torres VE, Zincke H: Matched comparison of
radical nephrectomy vs nephron-sparing surgery in patients with unilateral
renal cell carcinoma and a normal contralateral kidney. In Mayo Clinic
Proceedings. New York: Elsevier; 2000:1236–1242.

16. Patard J-J, Shvarts O, Lam JS, Pantuck AJ, Kim HL, Ficarra V, Cindolo L, Han
K-R, De La Taille A, Tostain J: Safety and efficacy of partial nephrectomy
for all T1 tumors based on an international multicenter experience. J Urol
2004, 171:2181–2185.
17. Poulakis V, Witzsch U, de Vries R, Moeckel M, Becht E: Quality of life after
surgery for localized renal cell carcinoma: comparison between radical
nephrectomy and nephron-sparing surgery. Urology 2003, 62:814–820.

18. Mitchell RE, Gilbert SM, Murphy AM, Olsson CA, Benson MC, McKiernan JM:
Partial nephrectomy and radical nephrectomy offer similar cancer
outcomes in renal cortical tumors 4 cm or larger. Urology 2006,
67:260–264.

19. Shinohara N, Harabayashi T, Sato S, Hioka T, Tsuchiya K, Koyanagi T: Impact
of nephron–sparing surgery on quality of life in patients with localized
renal cell carcinoma. Eur Urol 2000, 39:114–119.

20. Antonelli A, Ficarra V, Bertini R, Carini M, Carmignani G, Corti S, Longo N,
Martorana G, Minervini A, Mirone V: Elective partial nephrectomy is
equivalent to radical nephrectomy in patients with clinical T1 renal cell
carcinoma: results of a retrospective, comparative, multi‐institutional
study. BJU Int 2012, 109:1013–1018.

21. Van Poppel H, Da Pozzo L, Albrecht W, Matveev V, Bono A, Borkowski A,
Marechal J-M, Klotz L, Skinner E, Keane T: A prospective randomized EORTC
intergroup phase 3 study comparing the complications of elective
nephron-sparing surgery and radical nephrectomy for low-stage
renal cell carcinoma. Eur Urol 2007, 51:1606–1615.

22. Gratzke C, Seitz M, Bayrle F, Schlenker B, Bastian PJ, Haseke N, Bader M,
Tilki D, Roosen A, Karl A: Quality of life and perioperative outcomes
after retroperitoneoscopic radical nephrectomy (RN), open RN and
nephron‐sparing surgery in patients with renal cell carcinoma. BJU Int
2009, 104:470–475.

23. Huang WC, Elkin EB, Levey AS, Jang TL, Russo P: Partial nephrectomy
versus radical nephrectomy in patients with small renal tumors—is there
a difference in mortality and cardiovascular outcomes? J Urol 2009,
181:55–62.

24. Go AS, Chertow GM, Fan D, McCulloch CE, Hsu C-y: Chronic kidney disease
and the risks of death, cardiovascular events, and hospitalization. N Engl
J Med 2004, 351:1296–1305.

25. Bouliere F, Crepel M, Bigot P, Pignot G, Bessede T, de la Taille A, Salomon L,
Tostain J, Bellec L, Soulié M: [Nephron-sparing surgery is superior to
radical nephrectomy in preserving renal function outcome in tumors
larger than 4 cm]. Prog Urol 2011, 21:842–850 [In French].

26. Uzzo RG, Wei JT, Hafez K, Kay R, Novick AC: Comparison of direct hospital
costs and length of stay for radical nephrectomy versus nephron-sparing
surgery in the management of localized renal cell carcinoma. Urology 1999,
54:994–998.

27. Al-Marhoon MS: The role of biopsy in incidental renal tumours. Arab J
Urol 2011, 9:11–15.

28. Fergany AF, Hafez KS, Novick AC: Long-term results of nephron sparing
surgery for localized renal cell carcinoma: 10-year followup. J Urol 2000,
163:442–445.

doi:10.1186/s40001-014-0058-4
Cite this article as: Li et al.: Clinical efficacy of radical nephrectomy
versus nephron-sparing surgery on localized renal cell carcinoma.
European Journal of Medical Research 2014 19:58.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Search strategy
	Inclusion and exclusion criteria
	Data extraction and quality assessment
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Literature search
	Characteristics of included studies
	The results of statistical analysis
	Subgroup analyses
	Sensitivity analysis and publication bias

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgments
	References

